
Achievement Awards in Writing Advisory Committee 
 
Charge: The NCTE Achievement Awards in Writing program makes use of an advisory committee and state 
coordinators.  
 
Achievement Awards Advisory Committee:  To advise staff on the nature, policies, and procedures regarding the 
NCTE Achievement Awards, including the following issues: development of a specific plan for involving more public 
schools in the awards, especially those with large non-white populations; revision of the structure of the award to 
mitigate the negative effects of competition on student identity and learning; consideration and development of 
diversified awards: that recognize remarkable improvement or growth in writing; that recognize multi-modal 
composition (digital or non-digital); and that recognize remarkable risk-taking with the process of writing, instead 
of the exclusive focus on the final draft; and consideration of revising the Achievement Awards procedure, to 
eliminate the test-like, single-draft, timed essay as part of the award criteria, since recent developments in high-
stakes assessment already privilege those who write quickly; and to consider and make recommendations for ways 
that your work might interface with NCTE’s National Day on Writing. 
 
State Coordinators: To advise the NCTE staff liaison on any changes that should be made in the Achievement 
Awards program; review judging procedures; recommend judges; recommend ways of publicizing the program; 
investigate ways of aiding the winners; and give suggestions for the impromptu theme topic. 
 
For information on the Achievement Awards in Writing Program for 11th grade students, click here. 
 
Major Actions: 
 
The AAW Advisory Committee again worked this year to improve promotion of the contest in response to our 
charge from the Executive Council.  An advertisement ran in the November 2013 issue of the English Journal.   
 
To address the committee’s consensus that the contest needs to be promoted more widely by NCTE, the co-chairs 
requested a conference call with NCTE leadership to brainstorm ways that the NCTE office could support publicity.  
This resulted in an increase in promotion of the contest via NCTE social media (Facebook, for example).   
 
At the Boston convention in November 2013, the committee presented and discussed prompts of the revised 
writing piece.  After several follow-up emails and a conference call, the 2015 prompt was submitted to NCTE. 
 
At the Boston convention, we welcomed Dana Maloney and Carissa Morrison to our committee.    
 
In Boston, we sat in on the Promising Young Writers meeting to investigate common concerns for the two contests 
and build a relationship with that committee. 
 
Strategic Governance and Council Initiatives:  
 
While we are excited about our ad in English Journal, we would like to do more to communicate the benefits of the 
AAW contest, especially to schools which have traditionally declined or felt unable to participate.  We are hoping 
to work with NCTE to generate more contacts with English departments, former state coordinators and judges, and 
students.  We have watched with some interest the proliferation of electronic newsletters from NCLE.  Perhaps 
this could be an avenue for some of this communication. 
 
The 2014 AAW contest saw a slight increase in the number of entries (753 nominees and 155 winners in 2013 and 
796 nominees and 164 winners in 2014).  There was, however, a slight decrease from 2013 to 2014 in the number 
of regions participating.  The total number of regions (including the categories of American Schools Abroad and 
Canada making a total of 50 possible participating regions) in 2014 was 32.  In 2013 the total was 35.  Based in 
these numbers, we have work to do if we want to increase participation.   
 
Current Members 
 

http://www.ncte.org/awards/student/aa
http://www.ncte.org/awards/student/aa
http://www.ncte.org/dayonwriting
http://www.ncte.org/awards/student/aa


CO-CHAIR, Jennifer Beach (2015) 
(West Springfield High School, VA) 
 
CO-CHAIR: Tom Beach (2015) 
(St. Ignatius High School, Cleveland, OH) 
 
Edward Brown (2015) 
(St. Paul's School, Brooklandville, MD) 
 
Patrick Geschke (2015) 
(Parma City School District, OH) 
 
Dana Maloney (2017) 
(Tenafly High School, NJ) 
 
Carissa Morrison (2017) 
(Seligman High School, AZ) 
 
Barbara Rahal (2015) 
(Edinboro University of Pennsylvania) 
 
Reva Sias (2015) 
(Syracuse University, NY) 
 
Anne M. Weir (2015) 
(Waco Jr/Sr High School, Wayland, IA) 
 
Executive Committee Liaison, Ernest Morrell 
(Teachers College, Columbia University, New York, NY) 
 
NCTE Administrative Liaison, Linda Walters  
 
Note: As you can see from the list above, many of our members’ terms expire at the 2015 convention in 
Minneapolis.  At next year’s convention in Washington, D.C., we will solicit our current members for nominees.  
Meanwhile, we, the current chairs, would like to endorse the current members as emergent leaders within NCTE.  
We would specifically endorse all members as candidates for chair of the AAW Advisory Committee.   
 
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/aawardcom  
 
Jennifer Beach and Tom Beach, Co-Chairs 
 
  

http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/aawardcom


Committee Against Racism and Bias in the Teaching of English 
 
Charge: To investigate and make recommendations to counteract racism and racial bias in teaching materials, 
methods, and programs for English and language arts; to develop guidelines for Teacher Quality for Educators who 
Teach Linguistically and Culturally Diverse Students, with careful documentation from the research base for your 
recommendations, based upon the NCTE 2004 policy document concerning Teacher Quality; to recommend to the 
NCTE Executive Committee guidelines for or considerations related to professional development of inservice and 
preservice teachers regarding teaching linguistically and culturally diverse students, with the assistance of 
appropriate scholars and experts, as well as careful documentation from the research base for your 
recommendations; to create principles for assessment for linguistically and culturally diverse students, with the 
assistance of appropriate scholars and experts and careful documentation from the research base for your 
recommendations, based upon the 2004 NCTE framing statements on assessment; to participate in developing 
NCTE as the professional home for conversations about English Language Learners in English-dominant classrooms; 
and to identify the research base for your recommendations, and to recommend research on matters for which you 
can discern no research base. 
 
No report submitted. 
 
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/racismbiascom 
 
Sheila Carter-Tod, Chair 
 
  

http://www.ncte.org/governance/ec
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/racismbiascom


Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Issues in Academic Studies Advisory Committee 
 
Charge: To develop plans to assist teachers in making schools, colleges, and universities safe and welcoming places 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, gender nonconforming, intersex, queer, and questioning people, and their 
allies to initiate and sustain conversation about the relevance of gendered, sexual, and affectional identities to 
reading and writing lives, to teaching lives, and to the well-being of students; to promote inquiry into issues of 
sexuality and gender identity and expression in the teaching of literacy and literature; to encourage proposals for 
presentation of such inquiry through public meetings such as the NCTE Annual Convention; to support individuals in 
the production of publishable written reports of such inquiry; and to select excellent proposals for inclusion in 
Annual Convention. 
 
What major actions or projects have been completed by your group pursuant to your charge since July 1, 2013?  
 

1. The Committee successfully supported and promoted a range of sessions related to its charge at the 2013 
conference. Representative session titles included the following: 

a. “LGBT 101 for K-Middle School Classrooms” 
b. “LGBT Issues in Education: Coaching Teachers and Students to Combat Bullying” 
c. “It’s Elementary: Changing the World One Film at a Time” 
d. “Straight Talk about Queer Young Adult Literature: Implications for the English Classroom” 
e. “’We the People … Establish Justice’: Social Justice in Our Teaching and Students’ Lives” 

 
2. The Committee continued to work closely with NCTE’s Gay Straight Educators Alliance (GSEA) to promote 

submissions of conference proposals that relate to the Committee’s charge for the 2014 conference. We 
are also in the process of planning for a co-sponsored conference book signing event at the GSEA table in 
the exhibit hall that would feature award-winning young adult novelists whose books address queer 
themes. 
 

3. As in the recent past, the Committee relied on a list of standard topics for inclusion in the conference 
programming through 2015 in soliciting proposals for consideration. The topics include the following: 
 

• “LGBT Issues 101: How to Start Addressing LGBT Topics in Your Classroom and Why It’s 
Important” (Goal: Sessions for Elementary, Middle, Secondary, and College) 

• “Children’s and Young Adult Literature with LGBT Characters and Themes: What’s Available and 
Classroom Use” 

• “Bullying Prevention, Challenging Homophobia, and Supporting Inclusion” 
• “Inclusive Curricula and Language Use” 

 
Toby Emert, Committee Chair, and Craig Young, GSEA representative, attended the conference planning 
session in Washington, DC, in March, 2014, to assist with the development of the conference schedule of 
sessions. They were intentional in their efforts to promote the inclusion of GLBTQ-related programming 
that addresses a range of age and grade levels throughout the conference session offerings. The 2014 
conference program includes more than 35 sessions that focus on topics of relevance to the Committee’s 
charge.  

 
The Committee also worked to create two sponsored sessions that focus on challenging homophobia, one 
featuring a speaker from the U.S. Department of Education and one featuring a speaker from the national 
non-profit organization GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian, & Straight Educators Network). 

 
4. The chair invited new members to join the Committee, in an effort to promote the work of the Committee 

among a broader range of constituencies within NCTE. 
 

5. The Committee supported the nominations of members as candidates for NCTE officer positions (in 
response to action items proposed in 2012-13: “Announce open positions and seek curriculum vita and 
statements from potential candidates to submit their nominations in a timely manner prior to and during 

http://www.ncte.org/annual


conventions” and “Seek convention proposals and office nominations to enhance the LGBT presence in 
NCTE, NCTE conventions, and schools and universities”). (See Committee report from 2012-13.) 

 
What projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 
 

1. The Committee, in partnership with the GSEA, continues to work to ensure that conference sites include 
easily-identifiable (i.e., clear signage) gender-neutral restrooms. 

 
2. The Committee has a goal of promoting the inclusion of at least one conference session in each time slot 

that focuses specifically on issues related to its charge. 
 

3. The Committee has a goal of having at least one featured speaker slot in the conference program that 
addresses the issues related to its charge.  

 
4. The Committee wishes to continue to increase the number and quality of conference program 

submissions that address the issues related to its charge.  
 

5. The Committee wishes to generate a comprehensive bibliography of publications by NCTE members (and 
others) that relate to its charge. 

 
Strategic Governance and Council Initiatives: Over the past few years, NCTE has established the National Center 
for Literacy Education (NCLE) to study the conditions for literacy teaching and learning and to advance 
collaboration and inquiry among educators teaching literacy in all disciplines. The Council has also done extensive 
work on formative assessment and how teacher knowledge is or isn’t being tapped as new standards are being 
implemented. 
 
How do you see the work of your group contributing to or benefiting from these initiatives? 
 

The Committee’s role, generally, is to promote inclusive practices and issues of equity and equality. These 
seem like key concerns as we consider the “conditions for literacy teaching and learning.” 

 
What additional information do you need about these topics or initiatives? 
 

It would be helpful to know how the NCLE has already addressed the kinds of issues the Committee 
represents as it has worked on the topics of assessment, teacher knowledge, and standards.  
 

http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/lgbtadcom 
 
Toby Emert, Chair 
 
  

http://www.literacyinlearningexchange.org/
http://www.literacyinlearningexchange.org/
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/lgbtadcom


NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children 
 
Charge: To recommend on a regular basis every two years a living American poet to the NCTE Executive Committee 
for the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children in recognition of his or her aggregate work; to sustain the 
collection of poetry books of award winners, past and future, in the University of Minnesota, Kerlan Collection; to 
recognize and foster excellence in children's poetry by encouraging its publication; and to explore ways to acquaint 
teachers and children with poetry through such means as publications, programs, and displays. 
 
What major actions or projects have been completed by your group pursuant to your charge since July 1, 2013?  
 
1) The 2015 recipient of the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children will be selected in November 2014. 

To prepare for this task, the committee members met at NCTE 2013 and proposed seven possible nominees.  
The committee divided into 3 teams and each team has been researching 2-3 of the nominees considering the 
four criteria for the award:  literary merit (art and craft of aggregate work--as poet or anthologist), poet's or 
anthologist's contributions, evolution of the poet's or anthologist's work, and appeal to children.   

 
2) In order to explore ways to acquaint teachers and children with poetry through such means as publications, 

programs, and displays, the committee annually reviews and selects notable poetry published during the year. 
From March 2013 – October 2013, letters were sent to publishers requesting review copies of poetry books 
published in 2013.  38 books were received.  The committee read all the books and rated them prior to the 
convention.  At the committee meeting at NCTE, the members discussed the ratings and selected finalists for 
the Notable Poetry List.  The committee also decided to have two lists, one devoted to poetry books only and 
one featuring verse novels.  The books selected to the Notable Poetry List were annotated and a brief article 
was published in the April issue of The School Library Journal.  

 
3) The committee submitted a proposal for a presentation for the 2014 NCTE conference in order to spotlight the 

2013 Notable Poetry List. 
 
4) The committee and Joyce Sidman participated in a presentation at the 2013 NCTE conference in order to 

celebrate Sidman as the 2013 recipient of the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children. The committee 
chair designed a bookmark to spotlight Sidman and her published poetry. This bookmark was distributed at 
the conference presentation. 

 
5) Previous committee chair, Barbara Ward, published an interview with Joyce Sidman, the 2013 recipient of the 

NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children in Language Arts. 
 
What projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 
 
1) The committee has been divided into 3 teams and each team is researching 2-3 of the potential nominees for 

the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children considering the four criteria for the award:  literary merit 
(art and craft of aggregate work--as poet or anthologist), poet's or anthologist's contributions, evolution of the 
poet's or anthologist's work, and appeal to children.  Each team will present their findings in writing prior to 
the 2014 NCTE and the committee will meet at the convention to make the final selection.  
 

2) The committee chair is designing a bookmark that features the 2013 Notable Poetry List and this bookmark 
will be disseminated at the 2014 NCTE conference presentation.  

 
3) The committee is currently working on an article featuring suggested verse novels published during 2013 that 

will be featured in the New England Reading Association Journal.  
 

4) From February 2014 to the present, the committee has begun the process of reviewing poetry published 
during 2014 in order to discuss and select the 2014 Notable Poetry List at the 2014 NCTE conference. 
  

 
 
 

http://www.ncte.org/awards/poetry
https://www.lib.umn.edu/clrc


Strategic Governance and Council Initiatives: Over the past few years, NCTE has established the National Center 
for Literacy Education (NCLE) to study the conditions for literacy teaching and learning and to advance 
collaboration and inquiry among educators teaching literacy in all disciplines. The Council has also done extensive 
work on formative assessment and how teacher knowledge is or isn’t being tapped as new standards are being 
implemented. 
 
How do you see the work of your group contributing to or benefiting from these initiatives? 
 
The presentation of the 2013 recipient of the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children as well as the 2013 
Notable Poetry List article help to inform NCTE members about outstanding children’s poets and recently 
published poetry. The Notable Poetry Lists and the article which features the Notable Poetry List with annotations 
provide excellent professional development resources for educators to stay abreast of current children’s poetry.  
 
What additional information do you need about these topics or initiatives? 
 
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/poetrycom 
 
Nancy Hadaway, Chair 
 
  

http://www.literacyinlearningexchange.org/
http://www.literacyinlearningexchange.org/
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/poetrycom


NCTE Charlotte Huck Award for Outstanding Fiction for Children 
 
Charge: This award was established in 2014 to promote and recognize excellence in the writing of fiction for 
children. In particular this award recognizes fiction that has the potential for transforming children's lives by 
inviting compassion, imagination, and wonder. The award will be presented at the Books for Children Luncheon at 
the NCTE Annual Convention. 
 
What major actions or projects have been completed by your group pursuant to your charge since July 1, 2013?  
 
The Award was established in 2014 
 
What projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 
 
Reading and evaluating books 
 
Strategic Governance and Council Initiatives: Over the past few years, NCTE has established the National Center 
for Literacy Education (NCLE) to study the conditions for literacy teaching and learning and to advance 
collaboration and inquiry among educators teaching literacy in all disciplines. The Council has also done extensive 
work on formative assessment and how teacher knowledge is or isn’t being tapped as new standards are being 
implemented. 
 
How do you see the work of your group contributing to or benefiting from these initiatives? 
 
The award will highlight and encourage the reading of quality books as a path to literacy and literary understanding 
 
What additional information do you need about these topics or initiatives? 
 
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/huck-award  
 
Barbara Kiefer, Chair 
 
  

http://www.ncte.org/annual
http://www.literacyinlearningexchange.org/
http://www.literacyinlearningexchange.org/
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/huck-award


Orbis Pictus Award for Outstanding Nonfiction in Children’s Literature 
 
Charge: To select the recipient of the annual Orbis Pictus Award for Outstanding Nonfiction for Children and up to 
five honor books; to propose a session on nonfiction books for children and plan a session featuring the award-
winning author at NCTE's Annual Convention; and to promote the use of nonfiction children's books in the 
classroom. 
 
The outgoing and incoming committee chairs, are grateful for the continued support provided by the NCTE staff 
members, Debbie Zagorski and Linda Walters-Moore. 
 
What major actions or projects have been completed by your group pursuant to your charge since July 1, 2013? 
 
Since July 2013 the committee announced the winner, honor, and recommended books, from those nonfiction 
books published in 2012, in an article of reviews for Language Arts and at the national conference in Boston in 
November 2013.  The committee acknowledged the Orbis Pictus authors and illustrators at the children’s literature 
luncheon.  The award winning authors Leda Shubert, Loree Griffin Burns, Elizabeth Rusch, Barbara Kerley, and 
Cynthia Levinson along with illustrator, Gerard DuBois, participated in a round table author discussion about 
writing and illustrating books for young readers. The committee’s selection of the 2013 Orbis Pictus Award Books 
was very challenging because of the number of excellent and varied books published for young readers. Features 
and content were diverse and sometimes controversial; new forms such as the memoir and first-person biography, 
as well as superb photographs, style, and design continue to renew, expand and invigorate the genre. The 
concerns about sources and documentation in books for the youngest readers continue to be part of committee 
discussions.   
 
The books presented at the 2013 conference, whose authors were honored, are as follows:  
 
Winner of the 2013 Orbis Pictus Award:  
 *Monsieur Marceau:  Actor without Words by Leda Schubert, illustrated by Gérard DuBois 

  (Roaring Brook Press) 
 
Honor Books for 2013: 

*Citizen Scientist:  Be a Part of Scientific Discovery from Your Own Backyard by Loree Griffin Burns, photos 
by Ellen Harasimonwicz (Henry Holt & Company)  

 *Electric Ben:  The Amazing Life and Times of Benjamin Franklin by Robert Byrd (Dial)  
*The Mighty Mars Rovers:  The Incredible Adventures of Spirit and Opportunity by Elizabeth Rusch 
(Houghton Mifflin)  
*Those Rebels, John and Tom by Barbara Kerley, illustrated by Edward Fotherington (Scholastic)   
*We’ve Got a Job:  The 1963 Birmingham Children’s March by Cynthia Levinson (Peachtree Publishers) 

  
Recommended Books for 2013:  
 
 *A Black Hole is NOT a Hole by Carolyn Cinami DeCristofano, illustrated by Michael Carroll  
 (Charlesbridge Publishing) 
 *Abraham Lincoln & Frederick Douglass:  The Story Behind an American Friendship by Russell Freedman  
 (Clarion Books) 
 *The Amazing Harry Kellar:  Great American Magician by Gail Jarrow  (Calkins Creek) 
 *Beyond Courage:  The Untold Story of Jewish Resistance During the Holocaust by Doreen Rappaport 
 (Candlewick Press) 
 *The Case of the Vanishing Golden Frogs:  A Scientific Mystery by Sandra Markle (Millbrook Press) 
 *Chuck Close:  Face Book by Chuck Close (Abrams Books for Young Readers) 
 *Hands Around the Library:  Protecting Egypt’s Treasured Books by Susan L. Roth and Karen Leggett 
 Abouraya, collages by Susan L. Roth (Dial) 
 *Life in the Ocean:  The Story of Oceanographer Sylvia Earle by Clarie Nivola (Farrar, Strauss, and Giroux) 
 
During the committee meeting in Boston at the November 2013 conference, members discussed the nonfiction 
book titles that had been reviewed to that point in consideration for the 2014 award. 

http://www.ncte.org/awards/orbispictus
http://www.ncte.org/annual


 
In December, the committee engaged in online discussions about book titles and then began the voting process.  
After a three-hour telephone conference in January 2014, the committee had a final vote and selected the 
winning, honor, and recommended books.  The results were provided to Debbie Zagorski and she arranged for a 
press release to be posted on the NCTE website.  The release appeared just before the other book awards were 
announced in January, which had been a goal of the committee.  The committee members wrote book reviews on 
the award winning titles and they were compiled into a review article and submitted to Language Arts. The 2014 
collection will be presented at the November conference in Washington, D.C. The following books have been 
selected for the 2014 collection: 
 
Winner of the 2013 Orbis Pictus Award:  
 
*A Splash of Red:  The Life and Art of Horace Pippin by Jen Bryant, illustrated by Melissa Sweet 

      (Alfred A. Knopf) 
 
Honor Books for 2014: 

 
*Locomotive by Brian Floca (Atheneum Books)  

 *The Boy Who Loved Math:  The Improbable Life of Paul Erdos by Deborah Heiligman, illustrated by 
 LeUyen Pham (Roaring Brook Press)  

*Brave Girl:  Clara and the Shirtwaist Maker’s Strike of 1909 by Michelle Markel, illustrated by Melissa 
Sweet (Balzer + Bray)  
*Parrots Over Puerto Rico by Susan L. Roth and Cindy Trumbore (Lee & Low Books Inc.)   
*Courage Has No Color:  The True Story of the Triple Nickles, America’s First Black Paratroopers by Tanya Lee 
Stone (Candlewick Press) 

 
Recommended Books for 2014: 
 
  *Emancipation Proclamation:  Lincoln and the Dawn of Liberty illustrated by Tonya Bolden  
 (Abrams Books for Young Readers) 
 *Becoming Ben Franklin:  How a Candle-Maker’s Son Helped Light the Flame of Liberty by Russell 
 Freedman (Holiday House) 
 *Mad Potter:  George E. Ohr Eccentric Genius by Jan Greenberg and Sandra Jordan  (Roaring Brook  Press) 
 *Thomas Jefferson Builds a Library by Barb Rosenstock, illustrated by John O’Brien (Calkins Creek) 
 *Eruption!  Volcanoes and the Science of Saving Lives by Elizabeth Rusch, photographs by Tom Uhlman 
 (Houghton Mifflin Books for Children) 
 *Lifetime:  The Amazing Numbers in Animal Lives by Lola M. Schaefer, illustrated by Christopher Silas 
 Neal (Chronicle Books) 
 *Who Says Women Can’t Be Doctors?  The Story of Elizabeth Blackwell by Tanya Lee Stone, illustrated by 
 Marjorie Priceman(Henry Holt and Company) 
 *Scaly, Spotted, Feathered, Frilled:  How Do We Know What Dinosaurs Really Looked Like? by Catherine 
 Thimmesh (Houghton Mifflin Books for Children) 
 
What projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 
 
Since June 2013, the annual change in the committee occurred.  Sue Parsons rotated off of the committee.  Fran 
Wilson, committee chair, also rotated off the committee.  Fran and Sue will no longer be involved in book 
selection, but they will be part of the presentation of the 2014 award books at the annual convention in 
Washington, D.C.  Cyndi Giorgis was appointed committee chair. Two new members joined the committee, Jean 
Gilliam Faim and Marianne Richardson.  Continuing members of the committee are Joyce Herbeck, Marie LeJeune, 
Ruth McKoy Lowery, Ed Sullivan. New members include Marianne Richardson, a classroom teacher from Newman, 
Georgia and Jeanne Fain, an Associate Professor at Lipscomb University. The members are reviewing books 
published in 2014 in consideration for the 2015 award selection. The committee members reflect a range of 
professional experience, regional representation, diversity, and expertise with children’s nonfiction literature.  The 
committee will host several authors and an illustrator during the author presentation at the fall convention in 
Washington D.C.  The Orbis Pictus committee, under the leadership of Cyndi Giorgis, will select the 2015 winning, 



honor, and recommended books in January, submit a review article to Language Arts, and present the 2015 
collection at the NCTE convention in Minneapolis.   In January, the committee will also begin to read and evaluate 
submissions for the 2016 award. 
 
Promoting the use of nonfiction children’s books in the classroom is part of the charge of the committee. The 
committee members continue to generate new ideas for supporting teachers in this time of new standards, which 
places an increased focus upon the use of nonfiction in classrooms.  Committee members have helped to publicize 
the Orbis Pictus Award and support teachers with the selection and use of quality nonfiction titles through 
presentations at local, state, and national conferences throughout the year. These presentations have been well 
received, and the committee plans to continue this effort during 2014-15. 
 
A couple of new and exciting initiatives will begin this year.  After a conversation with Kathy Short, incoming NCTE 
President, it was determined that in order to highlight the Orbis Pictus Award that we need to elevate the publicity 
and stature of it. We brainstormed that featuring the winner(s) at the Books for Children Luncheon during the 
annual NCTE conference would be one way to do so. The 2014 winners will be recognized at this year’s luncheon 
and provided 15 minutes to speak. The 2015 winners will be the official luncheon speakers next year along with 
the recipient(s) of the Charlotte Huck Award. In addition, a proposal for an electronic book was submitted to Kurt 
Austin in August 2014 following a conversation with him at previous NCTE conference. This book would focus on 
past and current winners of the Orbis Pictus Award while aligning classroom strategies with the Common Core 
State Standards.  Final approval is pending at this time. In addition, a request will be submitted to NCTE to have a 
link to the book reviews published in Language Arts posted on the Orbis Pictus website. Conversations will be 
ongoing with book publishers to request that mention of the award be made on book jackets of those books 
receiving an award or honor book recognition.   
 
Through presentations at conferences, members of the committee support teachers and librarians that are eager 
for recommendations of high quality nonfiction titles as well as instructional ideas for their use in the classroom. 
The integration of nonfiction into literacy programs at all grade levels continues to be a challenge and an issue, 
especially with the adoption of the English Language Arts Common Core Standards by the majority of the states.  
The Orbis Pictus Award Committee can support teachers by providing guidelines for the selection of quality 
nonfiction books as well as by providing instructional ideas for using nonfiction books in the classroom to address 
academic standards.  The committee will continue to explore additional ways to assist teachers and hopes to do 
this through some possible future publications. 
 
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/orbispictuscom  
 
Cyndi Giorgis, Chair 
 
  

http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/orbispictuscom


Program to Recognize Excellence in Student Literary 
Magazines Advisory Committee 

 
Charge: To advise the NCTE staff liaison on any changes that should be made in the Program to Recognize 
Excellence in Student Literary Magazines; to review judging criteria; to develop and review criteria for selecting 
Highest Award winners; and to select Highest Award winners. 
 
For more information on the Program to Recognize Excellence in Student Literary Magazines for all senior high, 
junior high and middle schools (http://www.ncte.org/awards/student/preslm).  
 
No report submitted. 
 
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/preslmadcom  
 
Tom Feigelson, Chair 
  

http://www.ncte.org/awards/student/preslm
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/preslmadcom


Promising Young Writers Advisory Committee 
 
Charge: The NCTE Promising Young Writers program makes use of an advisory committee and state coordinators. 
Their charges are as follows: 
 
Promising Young Writers Committee: To advise staff on the nature, policies, and procedures regarding the NCTE 
Promising Young Writer Awards, including the following issues: to develop a specific plan for involving more public 
schools in the awards, especially those with large non-white populations. 
 
To prepare a written set of recommendations for the Executive Committee regarding the following: revision of the 
structure of the award to mitigate the negative effects of competition on student identity and learning; 
consideration and development of diversified awards: that recognize development of English Language Learners in 
writing in their first language as well as English composition; that recognize remarkable improvement or growth in 
writing; that recognize multi-modal composition (digital or non-digital); and that recognize remarkable risk-taking 
with the process of writing, instead of the exclusive focus on the final draft. 
 
To consider and make recommendations for ways that the work might interface with NCTE's National Day on 
Writing. 
 
State Coordinators: To advise the NCTE staff liaison on any changes that should be made in the Promising Young 
Writers program; to review judging procedures; to recommend judges; to recommend ways to publicize the 
program; to coordinate judging of papers within the state; to help disseminate information about the winners; and 
to suggest topics for the impromptu theme. 
 
For information on the Promising Young Writers Program, click here. 
 
What major actions or projects have been completed by your group pursuant to your charge since July 1, 2013?  
 
At the time of our last report, members of the committee had piloted, evaluated, and co-wrote/submitted a 
research article about a possible revision to the program in order to 1) make recommendations to NCTE based on 
that experience, and 2) publicize the PYW program via a public forum like a professional journal. 
 
The pilot involved using an online forum to invite a single, “best writing” submission (in any medium or genre) 
from students, and then having students revise that submission over three “rounds” based on feedback from other 
students, then from a panel of judges, and finally from a “famous” published author. 
 
The article about our experience was published in January 2014 by Teaching/Writing and is 
available at http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/wte/.  
 
What projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 
 
At last year’s annual convention, the committee discussed our ongoing objective: to increase participation in the 
program. In this, we were aided by a visit from Jen Beach, of the committee that runs the Secondary writing award 
program. Together, we considered several ways of better publicizing the two contests. Based on the pilot work 
described above and the annual convention conversation, we proposed the following initiatives:  

• Better publicity for the program via NCTE website and a video teaser for teachers to play in class (that 
describes the program and its procedures) 

• Create online platform to 
o facilitate participation for teachers/students 
o allow for more interaction/substantive revision by student writers 

 
Strategic Governance and Council Initiatives: Over the past few years, NCTE has established the National Center 
for Literacy Education (NCLE) to study the conditions for literacy teaching and learning and to advance 
collaboration and inquiry among educators teaching literacy in all disciplines. The Council has also done extensive 

http://www.ncte.org/awards/student/pyw
http://www.ncte.org/dayonwriting
http://www.ncte.org/dayonwriting
http://www.ncte.org/awards/student/pyw
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/wte/


work on formative assessment and how teacher knowledge is or isn’t being tapped as new standards are being 
implemented. 
 
How do you see the work of your group contributing to or benefiting from these initiatives? 
 
The article we published describes a revision to the PYW program that addresses goals that the National Center for 
Literacy Education has emphasized in its recent (2013) report, Remodeling Literacy. For example, that report 
indicates the value of collaboration, and we created a collaboration across middle schools, a university teacher 
education program, and members of a national committee that led to learning for all three groups. 
 
What additional information do you need about these topics or initiatives? 
 
How do NCTE and NCLE publicize programs to teachers? I believe that much of our PYW program’s previous 
emphasis has begun to be associated with the kind of “timed writing” common to standardized testing. This 
association goes against the committee’s charge to increase participation in the program by mitigating the 
negative effects of competition, inviting a variety of media/genres for submission, and encouraging risk-taking in 
the writing process. Unfortunately, our loyal teacher participants may be those for whom new media do not 
“count” as writing, and new teachers may not know about the program. What could we do to better publicize PYW 
with NCTE’s/NCLE’s support? 
 
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/pywadcom 
 
Michael Sherry, Chair 
 
  

http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/pywadcom


Public Language Awards Committee 
 
Change: To select the recipients of the annual George Orwell Award for Distinguished Contribution to Honesty and 
Clarity in Public Language and The Doublespeak Award. The NCTE Orwell Award, established in 1975, recognizes 
writers who have made outstanding contributions to the critical analysis of public discourse. The NCTE Doublespeak 
Award, established in 1974, is an ironic tribute to public speakers who have perpetuated language that is grossly 
deceptive, evasive, euphemistic, confusing, or self-centered. 
 
What major actions or projects have been completed by your group pursuant to your charge since July 1, 2013? 
 
This year we awarded the ever-coveted Doublespeak Award to Chicago Mayor Rham Emanuel for his “reform” 
rhetoric in his management of the Chicago public schools, in particular his plan to close over 50 schools for 
“underutilization” of space. As described in the Washington Post. 
 
This year we presented the Orwell Award to Dr. Paul Thomas for his leadership in setting the record straight on 
matters related to education reform—particularly as they pertain to the teaching of English.  Dr. Thomas’s 
publications include Ignoring Poverty in the U.S.: The corporate takeover of public education (2012) and 
Challenging Genres: Comic books and graphic novels (2010). Dr. Thomas has also edited a recently published 
volume titled Becoming and Being a Teacher: Confronting Traditional Norms to Create New Democratic Realities 
(2013).   
 
Paul Thomas was a gracious recipient who said that he hoped his work could stand as a voice for those who cannot 
speak out on the issues related to public education. 
 
What projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 
 
We have received submissions for the Doublespeak Award and the Orwell Award. The committee will consider 
them after the deadline date of September 15. We also put an announcement in our InBox Newsletter in early 
August 2014.  
 
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/publiclangcom   
 
Kenan Metzger, Chair 
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